FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 7, 2014

The United States District Court for the Northern District of lowa is pleased to announce that C.J. Williams is the
district’s 2014 recipient of the Richard S. Arnold Award for Distinguished Public Service and Lifetime
Achievement.

Mr. Williams obtained his B.B.A. with high distinction from the University of lowa College of Business
Administration and his J.D. with high distinction from the University of lowa College of Law. During his career
Mr. Williams served as a law clerk for Judge Donald E. O’Brien, spent several years working for the U. S.
Department of Justice and had five years in private practice.

In 1997 Mr. Williams returned to the U.S. Department of Justice as an assistant United State Attorney for the
Northern District of lowa. He continues to serve in that capacity and as Senior Litigation Counsel. Over his
lengthy career Mr. Williams has been the lead prosecutor in the Northern District of lowa for hundreds of felony
cases involving fraud, money laundering, environmental offenses, illegal drugs, firearms, immigration and
human trafficking. Additionally, he has frequently argued before the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals.

The Eighth Circuit Bar Association recognized ten outstanding attorneys, one from each judicial district within
the Eighth Circuit, in its presentation of the “Richard S. Arnold Award for Distinguished Service and Lifetime
Achievement” during a luncheon at the Judicial Conference for the Eighth Circuit held in Omaha, Nebraska on
August 7, 2014. The award is named in honor of former Chief Judge Richard S. Arnold, who led a distinguished
career that included graduating first in his class at Yale University and Harvard Law School. Judge Arnold clerked
for Justice William Brennan on the United States Supreme Court before entering private practice and serving on
the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. Each of the recipients has likewise achieved a lifetime of distinguished
service deserving of an award in Judge Arnold’s honor. Mr. Williams was nominated by the Judges of the
Northern District of lowa for his zeal, professionalism, and lifelong commitment to the ideal of justice for all
Americans. The Judges noted his thoughtfulness, independence, and creativity in and out of the courtroom, as
well as his commitment to fairness and the high regard and respect of his colleagues.

Since 2009 Mr. Williams has served on Attorney General’s Capital Case Review Committee, and in 2010 and
2011 he served on the Capital Case Unit, which assists in the litigation of capital cases in multiple judicial
districts. He has taught at the U.S. Department of Justice National Advocacy Center since 2000 and at the
University of lowa College of Law since 2001. He has also assisted lowa Legal Aid by representing victims in
hearings that involved violations of no-contact orders, volunteered with the American Civil Liberties Union, and
advocated on behalf of individuals in civil rights and capital cases.

Mr. Williams was unanimously voted into the lowa Academy of Trial Lawyers by his peers and he has received
numerous awards over his career. The U.S. Department of Justice honored him with its Director’s Award in
2001, 2006, and 2014, a Special Achievement Award in 2003 and 2006, the Environmental and Natural Services
Division Award in 2005 and the Employee Volunteer Service Award in 1999. Multiple agencies have also
honored Mr. Williams, to include the Federal Bureau of Investigation Award in 1999, 2002, and 2010, the Chief
Postal Inspector Award in 2009, and the Immigration and Customs Enforcement Award in 2010. He also
received the U.S. Department of Agriculture Honor Award for Excellence in 2010 and the Organized Crime Drug
Enforcement Task Force Award in 1999 and 2000.
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