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The purpose of this administrative order is to clarify and effectuate the automatic 

assignment and designation of certain matters to the magistrate judges of this district without 

further order of the court, either (1) for determination, or (2) for the issuance of a report and 

a recommended disposition of the matter. 

Local Rule 72.1 provides that the magistrate judges in this district are authorized and 

designated to perform the following duties: 

b. Duties Under 28 U.S.C. § 636(a). Magistrate judges are
authorized and designated to exercise all of the powers and duties prescribed 
by 28 U.S.C. § 636(a), including, but not limited to, the following: 

1. The power to administer oaths and affirmations;
2. The power to conduct trials and exercise other authority

under 18 U.S.C. § 3401; 
3. The power to enter sentences for "petty offenses," as

defined in 18 U.S.C. § 19; and 
4. In cases where the parties have consented to jurisdiction

by a magistrate judge, the power to enter sentences for class A 
misdemeanors, including offenses classified as class A misdemeanors 
under 18 U.S.C. § 3559(a)(6). 
c. Determination ofNon-Dispositive Pretrial Matters. Pursuant to

28 U.S.C. § 636(b)(l)(A) and Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 72(a), 
magistrate judges are authorized and designated to hear and determine all 
non-dispositive pretrial matters pending before the court to the extent 
permitted by law, including, but not limited to, the following motions: 

1. For more definite statement;
2. To add parties, to intervene, or to file third-party

complaints; 
3. To amend pleadings or pretrial orders;
















