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WHAT 
 
The Northern District of Iowa allows parties to receive Notices of Electronic Filing 
(NEFs) in sealed cases. The clerk’s office will no longer email the sealed 
documents to the counsel of record, requesting a return email of confirmation of 
receipt.  
 
You will only be granted access to the document if you are an attorney on the case. 
If you are not granted access, you will not be able to open the document. 
 
HOW TO ACCESS SEALED DOCUMENTS THROUGH THE REDACTED NEF 
 

1. The attorney on the case will receive an e-mail containing the redacted NEF. 
There is no information as to what has been filed on this document.  

 

 
 
2. Click on the case number hyperlink. 
3. Log into CM/ECF when prompted. Logging in will take you to the case in 

CM/ECF. 
 
*If you are not a party to the case you will not be allowed access 

 
4. If there is no hyperlink by the Document Number, there is no document 

attached to that entry. (i.e. Judges were added to the case, a docket 
annotation may have been made). 
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5. If there is a hyperlink next to the Case Number you will be prompted to log in 
to CM/ECF. 

 
6. Clicking on the “here” hyperlink will take you to the unredacted NEF, which 

will then allow you to see the docket text of what has been filed. 
 

 
 

 
 

** REMEMBER: If you are not a party to the case you will not be allowed to 
    see the unredacted NEF or the document. 

 
 


